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The Cook County State’s Attorney’s Office (CCSAO) is responsible for prosecuting crime,
supporting victims, and protecting the rights of everyone. As part of that mission, the CCSAO
has created a comprehensive protocol to help ensure that any federal agent – including
immigration enforcement – whose conduct breaks the law can be effectively prosecuted.
The CCSAO is committed to supporting law enforcement investigations into federal agents and
will pursue charges where there is sufficient evidence to proceed in court.  

WHAT WE CAN DO

Protecting victims of crime from deportation by certifying
applications for U-Visas for victims. 

“No one is above the law — including both ICE

agents and prosecutors. If a federal law

enforcement agent commits a crime, my office will

not hesitate to act, in accordance with state law.”

State’s Attorney Eileen O’Neill Burke 

The CCSAO must receive a completed investigation from law enforcement in order to
consider charges. While the CCSAO cannot initiate a criminal investigation, we can
support law enforcement agencies as they gather evidence. Additionally, residents can
rely on the CCSAO to safeguard their right to participate in the criminal justice system by: 

Preventing ICE encounters at courthouses by facilitating virtual
meetings with CCSAO personnel whenever possible. 

Restricting immigration enforcement’s access to sensitive data in
our Appriss contract. 

Pursuing remedies within the law, such as filing amicus briefs, to
oppose aggressive ICE tactics that damage public safety.

Upholding Illinois law, including the TRUST Act, which prohibits
cooperation with federal immigration enforcement. 

Serving all victims of crime, regardless of immigration status. The
CCSAO will never inquire about or consider immigration status
when pursuing justice.

Escanea para
español

https://www.cookcountystatesattorney.org/news/cook-county-states-attorneys-office-implements-charging-protocol-use-force-incidents-involving
https://chicago.suntimes.com/immigration/2026/06/23/states-attorneys-office-says-it-will-make-it-harder-for-ice-to-access-sensitive-data
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2025/11/04/national-guard-trump-ice-crime-chicago
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If you or another person is harmed, tell 911 operators that you need medical
assistance. 

Scan the QR Code to learn more about services the CCSAO 
provides to immigrant victims of crime, including language translation
and the U-Visa process.  

State’s Attorney Eileen O’Neill Burke | cookcountystatesattorney.org 

Know Your Rights 

This first step is critical. Law enforcement must complete an investigation
in order for the CCSAO to bring charges.

IMMEDIATELY CALL 911 if you have witnessed federal immigration agents involved in: 
An act of violence
A use of force incident 
An incident involving death
Or other criminal conduct 

OBSERVE & DOCUMENT: 

KNOW & EXERCISE YOUR RIGHTS:
Everyone has constitutional rights regardless of immigration status! 

Remain calm and keep your hands where the agents can see
them. 
You have the right to verify the existence of a warrant.
You have the right to remain silent. 
You have the right to state that you wish to speak with an
attorney. 
You have the right to not sign anything. 
DO NOT interfere with the investigation or otherwise put
yourself in harm’s way. 

FIND RESOURCES:

@saeileenburke State's Attorney Eileen
O'Neill Burke

@cookcountysao

@saeileenburke
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